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24 hours without food. 7. Anabfirall of a Letter
fromMr.Heathcot 2o Mr. J. Flamfteed Aftron. Reg.
from Cabo Cors Caltle on the coaft of Guiney Dec.,
14, 1683. concerning the Tide on that Coalt, Va-
siation of zhe Needle, &c. An account of a Book,
Martini Lifter M. D. e S. R. Lond. de FONTIBUS
MEDICATIS Anglie, Exercitatio altera, Londi-
ni. in Oftav, 16384.

A Letter from the learned and ingenions Mr. Will. Molyneux Secretary
to the Society of Dublin, r» Will. Mufgrave L. L. B. Fellow of
New Colledge, and Secretary to the Philofophical Society of
Oxford, for advancement of natural Knowledge 5 concerming Lough
Neagh in Ireland, and its petrify'ng Qualitys.

SIK,
N Anfwer to the Oxford Society’s Query concerning out Lough

E Neagh and its Petrifying Qualitys, I make this return.

A, 1. Thatit is generally agreed by all the Inbabitants there-

abouts,that it has that Quality, but yet I have a Letter by me

from a Gentleman (unknown to me, and therefore 1 will not
promife for his Credit or the Fidelity of his enquiry ) that
that pofitively denies that there is any {uch thing, but aflerts
that the Stomes, that are brought to us as jetryfy'd Wocd, are
found deep in Sand Hills in the Cownry adjoyning to the Lough,
alledging as an experiment, that a Gentleman of his Acquain-
tance,ftuck an Oak fake into the Longh twenty years ago, which
there remains unalterd  But I conceive this Affertion to be
without ground, and the experiment’s falfly made ;. For firft

‘tis agreedby all that no #oed will Petrifie in this Lough,except He/-

%,fo that his applying an Oak §take wasimproper ; Secondly,for

their being found in Sand Hills, they may eafily be fuppofed in

procefs of time to have been brought thither, and left there :
tor I do not find he afferts that they are found fo deep in thofe

Z4ils that have not been dug up 5 and thirdly, it is with fome

probability afferted (and I have a Letter from an underftan-

ding Perfon thereabouts confirming it) that the Earth about

Lough Neagh has this Perrifying Quality, and we may well imagine

that thefe fand Hills efpecially, are not deftitute thereigf 5
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For Tam certainly informed, that a Gentleman of theCountry o-
bout this Leugh a little before the Rebellion cut down fome
Timber for building, and amongft others cut down a Iarge
Holly Tree, but being diverted by the Kebelinn from building,
his Timber lay on the ground in the place where 1t was fell'd,
upon the banks of the Lesgh, all the miferable tme of the
War ; tillat laft, the Kingdwn beingfetled, the Goationa: went
to look for his ZTimber, and found the other Zimbir overgrown
with mofs, and the Helly petrified, tho the Water of the Liugh
had never reach’d it.

2. 1 Query whether the Holly it felf, that grows upon the
Banks of this Lough, may not be more apt to be jarifd,
then the fame wood growing other where, and brought thi-
ther, and put into the Lengh, for certainly if the ground has
this Quality, thisis very likely to follow.

3. Thatwhat we call Lough Neagh ffone was once Wood is moft
probable on thefe accounts, firft it will not strr with 4ods,
~which is a property obferved by Dr. Grew on fome perrifyed

Woods,in the Mujeum R. S. p. 270, tho the Dr. does there make
it an Argument for his fufpecting they ave Lapides [ui geperse,
Secondly, the Lough Neagh :fone will burn and flame ; and the
tmoak of it fmells like the fmoak of wood. Thirdly, when
burnt it betrays the very Gram of Weod, with the other vef-
{cls belonging to ¥egerables.  But that which confirms me a-
bove all, that thefe Stomes were once Wood is, becaufe I have
many of them by me of various Degrees of Perification, | {up-
pofc according to the time they remained in the #ater, which
I could never hear juftly detecrmined; fome that have clearly
loft the colour of Wovd,and are become perfeétly black, and ve-
ry hard 5 others that are not {o #ack nor hard ; But onc more
cipccially was fent me about a year ago, which isa Peroflele-
piped of about four Inches long and an Inch thick, cut I fup-
pofc whilft #2ed into that fhape purpofcly, whofe outward
coat is very black and fmooth, but this 1s meerly fupcrficial,
for being cleft longwife through the middle (which it fuffer’d
far morc cafily then that which is more throughly petrifyed)
I there difcovered the whole body perfecily of the colour

and grain of /Ly, for I can ferape 1t with my nail 5 but what

was moft furprifing in it was the difcovery of the Puh,as plain-
Iy and as perfectly diftinét in colour and texturc from the reft
{but it alfo was Perrify'd) as it could poilibly have been feen
m the natural #ed ;" T'hat this picce when weod was cut in-
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to this fhape on purpofe to try the Experiment,1 am induced to
believe on thefc accounts, firft no Tree grows in the fhape of
a Parallel-piped ; and that this is not a Ston: appzars from the in-
ward texture, differing {o much from the outward coat, and
from the fmoothnefs of the outward coat, and ruffne(sin-
wardly, which fmoothnefs could never be induced fince it
was a Srone, for if you grind it, fo as in the leaft to wear ot
the outward black coat, the rough white infide fhews it felf
immediately.

4. What the Learned Phyfician Anfelm Boetins aflerts in his
Historsa lapidum & Gemmarum is certainly falfe, viz. That that
part of the Wiod that is buried in the Mud will become Irom,
that part totich’'d by the Water becomes St#»°, and that above
the Water remains Wood, for T never have feen or could hear
of any part of the Stome in the leaft refembling ron.

5. I have ufed fome endeavours to procure a piece of this
Lough Nearh [tsne to which the Woed was yet taft'ned, but I ne-
ver could attain it, tho fome aflert they have feen picces 2
or 3 foot long with about 8 or 10 inches of sfome and the reft
Wood. Tho I am apt to believe this may be ftretching the
matter too far, for I conceive that that Humour that perifizs
one part, when it begins to operate, infinuates it felf foon
throughout the whole body.

6. "Tis obferved that this perrifymg Quality is not equally dif-
fafed throughout the whole Lough (which is about 15 or 16
miles long, and 8 or 9 miles broad in all places) butis moft
ftrong about that part where the black Water (a River fo call'd)
empty'sit felf into this Lough, thatis about the Soushweft Cor -
ner ; as likewife ‘tis faid to be more ftrong about the Edges
of the Lough, then further into the #ater.

7. It was queried a while ago by an Ingenious and Learn-
ed Member of the Royal S. Mr. Hally, whether Lough Neagh itone
were not Magnetical, for he was told it was ; but upon tryal I
find itis not, for it will not ftir a Needle, or Stee! filings, neither
will it apply to the Magn-t,in powder or calcined.

‘This isall that offers it felf “at prefent relating to the Query
of the Jxford Sveiery, if any thing more occur, they {hall be in-

formed thercof by ) )
Their moft Obliged
Humble Servant

William Molynenx.,
A Letw



